
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                     April 16, 2017 
  
RESURRECTION  OF  THE  LORD / EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 113 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, you relate to me in different ways.  The primary 
way is as that which continuously holds, supports and sustains 
me in everything.  Another way is as that which deconstructs 
and dismantles my life when the world in which I live is too 
small to adequately allow for the expression of the fullness of 
my life.  An additional way is as that which reassembles my life 
in a form that is surprising to me in that it is more expansive 
and inclusive than I am able to imagine.  I am usually incapable 
of cooperating with this remodeling which I desperately need 
yet cannot want.  So, I rest as best I can in the way you hold 
me, and rely on the aspect of you that dismantles my life, and 
hope in the aspect of you that reassembles my life.  I have 
come to realize that the work you do to deconstruct my 
familiar world is irrepressible, which relieves me of the burden 
of needing to engineer the remodeling of my life which I need 
and cannot want.  I need help looking at my life in terms of the 
ways you relate to me, so that I can enjoy my life in the time I 
have by not having to carry the weight of making something 
out of it, and instead relish the way you make it what it is. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 28:1-10 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 118 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 121 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Lunch 
MONDAY       1:00  Centering Prayer, at church. 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for April 23, 2017 
Acts 2:14a, 22-32; Psalm 16; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 Today we will receive the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  
Checks should be made out to the church, with OGHS in the 
memo. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode: [H] 707-585-8350. 
Pastor: Jim Robie: [C] 707-291-8489; jimrobie2@gmail.com 

 
 

EASTER 
If we focus on the aspect of God we call the Second Person 
of the Trinity, or Christ, we see God disclosing, revealing, 
introducing, unveiling and divulging us to ourselves so that 
our sense of who we are expands, we become more 
transparent to ourselves, and who we are inwardly and 
outwardly becomes more congruent. God is constantly 
doing this work in us, and Easter is the realization that this 
work which God is and does is irrepressible. The 
experience of Easter is an extension of the experiences 
that are highlighted in the earlier parts of the Church Year: 
namely, that we have been introduced to elements of our 
personality which we have not been eager to embrace, 
and in fact have been active in rejecting, and yet they have 
repeatedly been returned to our awareness in the face of 
our repeated dismissal of them. Easter is the event of our 
“knowing” this divulging to be irrepressible, of 
understanding intuitively and empathically that the 
elements of our personality that keep being reintroduced 
to us are not only ours, but that God intends them to 
remain, because they are an opportunity for us to learn 
something essential about the person we are.  In the 
Church Year, Easter is a Season. That means that Easter is 
a period of time, one in which things about our life which 
we have not wanted are slowly owned as part of who we 
are, and we come to realize that they are realities to be 
explored. 
 
 
 

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Resurrection of the Lord / Easter [Matthew 28:1-10] 
This reading is Matthew’s account of the Resurrection of Jesus. 

It is important to comprehend that the story is an illustration of 
what is meant by the word “resurrection.” Our minds tend to 
equate the specifics of Matthew’s story with the word 
“resurrection,” so that resurrection means a corpse returning to 
life. However, this example is one illustration of what resurrection 
refers to. The word “resurrect” is defined as follows: 1) restore or 
bring back to life; 2) revive the practice, use or memory of; to cause 
(something that has ended or been forgotten or lost) to exist again, 
to be used again; to bring back to view, attention or use again; 3) 
bring new vigor to. The illustration Matthew uses is heavily 
influenced by the confines of the thought-world and language of 
the first century. This refers to the idea that the separation 
between the objective and subjective worlds, while so apparent to 
us, was not apparent at all or only slightly apparent to the people 
who lived in that time, which means that their words about their 
subjective experience would be expressed through statements 
about something objective, in this case the person of Jesus, and not 
in words about their own inner experience. They would say that 
Jesus had appeared to them concretely, rather than that they had 
an experience like they had when he was with them, or an 
experience that reminded them of his being with them. In our 
thought-world we have other options that in our eyes are more 
adequate and less problematic. 

We will elaborate this last sentence. The word resurrection does 
not actually appear in Matthew’s text; the word that is there is a 
Greek word translated into English as “raised,” a word meaning “to 
waken, i.e. rouse (literally from sleep, sitting or lying, disease, 
death; or figuratively from obscurity, inactivity, ruins (sic.), 
nonexistence).” In the text which is labeled “The Resurrection of 
Jesus,” an angel says about Jesus: “He is not here; for he has been 
raised” [verse 6]; and again [verse 7], “…he has been raised from 
the dead.” I think the early church was attempting to make a 
statement about an experience they were having; namely, that 
something which they had experienced during the time Jesus was 
alive and with them had again become real in their experience 

following his death. It would be to them as if HE woke up or was 
roused from sleep, or using words from verse 7, to them HE was no 
longer among “the dead,” rather than that they had an experience 
like they had when Jesus was alive. In other words, speaking from 
within our thought-world, the resurrection happened to the 
disciples—something was restored to them or revived in them. I 
believe the word “resurrect” is a good word for us to use to capture 
and state what the early church was seeking to express, provided 
we include all three elements of the definition, so that the first 
definition, “restore or bring back to life,” has as its reference 
especially the items mentioned in the second definition, “revive the 
practice, use or memory of; to bring back to view, attention or use 
again.” The issue for us is to remember that what “rises/resurrects” 
does so within us, since in that way our mind’s eye will keep looking 
into our own experience to discover how “resurrection/rising” 
happens in the present, which is where it needs to happen. 

The Christian religion does not ask us to believe Matthew’s story, 
but to have faith in, to trust in, to rely on, what the story 
illustrates—that God causes, practices, and uses resurrection. The 
question is: How does God do that today, in our lives? To answer 
that question, we will review the Christian tradition’s understanding 
of God. In Christianity, God is a reality that interacts with us, who 
inhabits our life with us, and from within actively pursues bringing 
us the fullest human life feasible for us. Using traditional language, 
God works “redemption” with us as a way to bring “salvation” to us. 
That is, God continuously works to connect us to elements of our 
personality that are not in our awareness, or have in some way been 
lost to our awareness, so that our understanding and knowledge of 
our self becomes more accurate, and a more complete depiction of 
the person we actually are (Redemption). God’s ultimate idea in 
doing this is to keep us safe from being worn out by the habitual 
efforts we make to not be who we are, and instead to be an idea or 
ideal we inherited (Salvation). Our experience of this redemptive 
work God does is that insights are presented to us which inform us 
about how we feel and think, especially when our thoughts and 
feelings do not fit into the notions of who we are which we 
inherited. Through the creation of insight in this way, God expands 



our awareness, increases our perceptual field, heightens our 
sensitivities, and expands our experience of the person we are. 
Using traditional language, the aspect of God who does this 
redemptive work within us is called “the Second Person of the 
Trinity,” or ‘Christ.” When we view God through the lens of the 
Trinity, and particularly look through this second way of 
understanding or organizing the work God is and does, it is this 
redemptive activity which comes into view. In some areas of our 
life we will be able to cooperate with this work of redemption, but 
in other areas we will not, and we will resist and oppose the work 
God does. As we resist and oppose we will discover that the work 
God does is overcome, and that the insights that have entered our 
awareness are dismissed and removed. When this occurs, God 
causes them to “resurrect/arise,” and we find that the insights we 
did not want are returned for our further consideration. What 
resurrects in us is this work God does as the Second Person of the 
Trinity, or Christ. The way we experience resurrection is as the 
return of the thoughts and feelings we have worked to remove, and 
their eventually remaining with us until we are allowed to own 
them and consider them as a legitimate part of the person we are. 

Easter is the celebration of the fact that God causes, practices, 
and uses resurrection as part of the relentless work of redemption 
in pursuit of our salvation. Easter, more specifically, is the 
realization [the act of becoming fully aware of something as a fact] 
that the redemptive work God is and does is irrepressible [not able 
to be controlled or restrained]. In Christianity, Easter is a Season of 
the Church Year, which means it is a period of time in which certain 
mental/emotional work takes place in us. This work done in Easter 
has two parts: 1) we are slowly helped to own as our own the 
feelings, thoughts and/or perceptions we began by not wanting, 
and 2) we come to realize that what has been redeemed is 
something that needs to be explored and integrated [something 
that is celebrated at Pentecost and worked out in the Ordinary 
Time following Pentecost]. In the course of our lifetime we 
experience resurrection often, as thoughts and feelings we have 
worked to remove are routinely and persistently returned to 
awareness for our consideration. Through this, we realize that this 

action God does of bringing expanded life from the deaths which 
occur within us while we are breathing will come to us when we 
cease breathing. God causes, practices and uses resurrection in the 
way God relates to us. 

[Jim Robie, 4-14-17, Easter in Cycle A, Matthew 28:1-11] 

 
 
 


